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In 2016, Michigan passed a law mandating that 
children who are one year or more behind on the 
Third Grade English Language Arts Assessment 
repeat the grade starting in the 2019/2020 school 
year. I recently attended a meeting reviewing the 
results of third-grade reading levels in Oakland 
County, and was surprised to learn that 29% of 
Rochester-area students were not grade-level 
proficient. More information on this is at mea.org.  

Reading skills are so important. We cannot wait 
until the third grade to address these skills. 
The library is working with parents, caregivers, 
teachers, and other interested individuals to help 
get preschool children ready to 
read. There is a wonderful website 
called vroom.org that can help all of 
us help young children learn. Vroom 
helps “brain builders,” as they call 
us, boost a child’s learning in the 
pre-school years. It is during these 
early years that the most can be 
done to help young children get ready to learn to 
read.

Some of the statements made by Vroom focus on 
the importance of early learning. For instance, 
“your child’s brain grows the fastest from birth 
through age 5! Helping them learn now gets them 
ready for school, friends, and life.” That is the 
time caregivers can make the biggest difference in 
a child’s learning potential.

Vroom says, “Babies are born ready to learn. 
And you have what it takes to help them!” The 
Rochester Hills Public Library staff and programs 
provide you with resources to help young 
children learn. Of course there is always an 
element of fun and entertainment in our youth 
programming, but our primary focus is on getting 
young children ready to read. We are fortunate 
to have a specialist, Wendy Lehman, on our staff. 
Wendy has her master’s degree in early childhood 
development. She re-designed our Youth Services 
programming to help young children build better 
brains.

There are five practices of early 
literacy that prepare children to 
read and write: talking, singing, 
reading, writing, and playing. You 
can make a difference in the life of 
a young child by building a positive 
relationship, interacting, teaching, 
and demonstrating important life 

skills such as problem-solving and self-control. 
You teach these principles through the five 
practices, and the library staff wants to help you.

Our children are our most valuable resources. 
There is nothing more important than raising a 
child. To help a child get ready to learn, to read, 
and to explore is something we should all take 
seriously. We should all make brain-building our 
business.

Christine Lind Hage
Christine.Hage@rhpl.org    

   248-650-7122   

Fr�  t�� D�re �r: 

Behind the Scenes Library Tour 
October 17, 10 a.m., Multipurpose Room
248-656-2900 for registration

Christine Lind Hage

Brain Building Is Our Business

Vroom helps “brain 
builders,” as they call us, boost 
a child’s learning in the pre-
school years...
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Generous Donation Benefits
Friends Store and Customers
An amazing array of Boyds Bears collectible resin 
and stuffed bears, as well as Yesterday’s Child 
antique reproduction dolls, was donated to the 
Friends Store earlier this year by a very generous 
Rochester Hills resident. The items are in pristine 
condition and in their original packaging. They 
have increased in value steadily since the entire 
line has been retired and production ceased in 
2014. Store volunteers have researched values 
online, and store Manager Darlene Tomczyk is 
thrilled to offer the collectibles at prices below 
those found on sites like eBay, Amazon, and 
Craigslist. 

If you’re interested in adding to a collection, 
starting a new one, or just looking for a special, 
high-quality gift, you need to see these treasures! 
Stop in soon for the best selection.

A Sign of Friendship
The Friends of RHPL’s logo is used throughout News & 
Views to denote programs that are supported with fund-
ing from the Friends. For information about 
joining the Friends, please call 248-650-7160.

Store Hours: 
Monday, 10 a.m.–8 p.m.
Tuesday, 10 a.m.–4 p.m.

Wednesday – Saturday 10 a.m.–4 p.m.
Sunday beginning mid-September, 1-4 p.m.

   

25% Off
One regularly priced item

Members of the Friends may combine this offer with 
their usual 10% off. Excludes Pewabic Pottery. Original 

coupon must be presented at time of purchase. 
One use only. Expires November 1, 2018.


