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Despite the worries of
our current mood and the
pandemic, I have found
joy in walking on our
community trails. When I
walk, I relish the time I have
to reflect on what comes
next. Walking helps me cope
with challenging days.
Just like reading, walking
seems to turn on a different
part of my brain. I notice
more. Many of us have
noticed more during this
pandemic. Several of my
friends and family members
say, “I’ve never paid more
attention to the weather” or
“I never realized how much I
like puzzles.” Adjusting to life
during a pandemic forces us
to slow down and take notice.
Our community pathways
and parks provide unlimited
opportunities to observe
and notice. They connect
us even while we adhere
to keeping six feet apart.
Together we are figuring out
how to rebound and rebuild.
The library is, too. Working
from home, library staff

sprang into action to develop
a virtual public library, while
planning the safe reopening
of our facility. Our leadership
team reflected on how the
library can deliver highquality services when they
cannot physically be in the
building. As a result, our
team identified five main
priorities for virtual service.
The priorities are to motivate
reading, listening, and
viewing; inspire confident
distance learners; connect
the community; create
research entrepreneurs;
and, particularly, to nurture
reflection and resilience.
The next few months will
allow all of us to experience
the library in ways that
inspire reflection and
resilience. Try an eBook, see
the RHPL gardens up close,
or try an online database like
Ancestry.com or CreativeBug.
Each opportunity will inspire
you to notice more, to take
a moment to reflect, and
to connect you in ways
that foster resilience.

Cover: “Butterfly” sculpture in the RHPL gardens. For more about the
gardens, see page 4. Photo: RHPL photo collection
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ORDER YOUR
LITTLE LIBRARY TODAY!

HOMES NEEDED
FOR HOLIDAY TOUR

Friends of the Rochester Hills
Public Library (FRHPL) invite
patrons, organizations, and
neighborhoods to install a
Little Free Lending Library
near you and encourage
reading and community
camaraderie.
Popular throughout the
country, these small book
depositories provide free
book exchanges for children,
teens, and adults. While these
little boxes cannot replace
our community library, they
do offer a convenient place to
pick up a book or drop one off
to share.
Order a fully constructed
Little Free Lending Library
complete with post and
installation instructions from the FRHPL for $295.00. A starter set
of books is included. Orders are pre-paid and the libraries will be
available for curbside pick-up one to two weeks after the order is
processed. Every effort will be made to provide contactless pick-up.
For more information and to order, contact Marcia Decker at
marciadeckertc@gmail.com.

REMEMBERING
LOIS ANN KING-CHURCH
RHPL Adult Services Page, Lois Ann KingChurch, 76, passed away on Thursday, April
23, 2020. Lois worked at the Rochester
Hills Public Library for thirty-four years and
was a beloved member of our staff. Her
family is planning a memorial service for late summer and ask
that in place of flowers, to make donations to For The Orphan
Network or the Rochester Hills Public Library. Lois’ obituary.

The Friends of the Rochester Hills
Public Library (FRHPL) is looking
for two more homes in Rochester,
Rochester Hills, or Oakland Township
to add to the Holiday Home tour
later this year. Historical, brand-new,
modern, traditional, ranch, two-story,
condo – any home can be submitted.
For more information, contact Marcia
Decker at marciadeckertc@gmail.com.
As with all upcoming FRHPL events and
programs, Holiday Home Tour 2020
is subject to change or cancellation.
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TAKE A WALK
IN THE GARDEN
An Interview with Jeannine Moreland,
Volunteer Master Gardener
By Tiffany Dziurman Stozicki,
RHPL Community Relations Specialist
Our community has many beautiful gardens.
One of the most visited gardens, however,
is at the Rochester Hills Public Library. The
library grounds provide a scenic landscape
of trees, flowering shrubs, native and nonnative plants, walkways, and the Paint Creek.
Opened in 1992, the library’s gardens were
initially funded by the Rochester branch
of the Women’s Farm and Garden Club.
For many years, the club also provided
funds for plant replacements and grants for
improving the flagstone path and renovating
the gardens at the south entrance.
In the early days, library employee Karen
Sadovsky maintained the back gardens on
her own. Today the gardens are lovingly
tended to by a group of dedicated community
volunteers who weed and plant. RHPL
gardeners include Dianah Foster, Carol
Girard-Barton, Jeannine Moreland, Chuck
Price, Christine Walling, Donna Weber,
and Carol and Richard Bolterstein.
The library’s gardens are a beautiful example of
what can be accomplished when a community
comes together for the betterment of society.
Many donations and volunteer hours have
made the gardens a local treasure. What
follows is a list of generous donations that have
been made to the gardens over the years:

❶ Flagstone pathway:
An early Eagle Scout project.
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❷ Large blue spruce:
Donated by a Rochester family.
The moving and planting of
the spruce was donated by
Gethsemane Landscaping.
❸ Redbud trees:
Given in honor of former RHPL
board member Millie Knudsen
by the Knudsen family.

2
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4
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❹ “Keep the Ball Rolling” statue:
Installed in the north gardens
in August 1998 and donated
by Richard and Robin Moore in
memory of their son, Andrew.
Jane DeDecker, sculptor.
❺ “Butterfly” sculpture: Installed
in Rotary Gateway Park, located west
of the library building and on library
grounds, in May 1998 and also
donated by the Moore’s in memory
of their son. Jane DeDecker, sculptor.
❻ “Wings” sculpture: Installed
near the Camperdown Elm tree
in October 2001 and donated
by Leo and Julie Lenhard in
memory of their son, Daniel
Raymond. Gary Price, sculptor.
❼ “Fox in the Park” sculpture:
Installed in Rotary Gateway Park
in 2007 and donated by Bill Fox
in memory of his son, Mike.
Sharon Sommers, sculptor.

8

❽ Butterfly Garden: Planted in
memory of Tyler Lee Jones and
located in the northwest corner.
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The gardens at the Rochester Hills
Public Library have been a favorite
destination and location for visitors
and patrons for over twenty-five
years. RHPL’s Community Relations
Department asked master gardener
Jeannine Moreland to share her
knowledge about the gardens
for News & Views readers.
Jeannine Moreland

RHPL: Tell us about your work as a master
gardener and how you came to volunteer in the
library’s gardens.
JM: I feel strongly that our library is a key part of
what makes Rochester such a fantastic community,
so I look for ways to contribute as a volunteer.
When I completed the master gardener program
in 2013, the library was looking for volunteers
to maintain the gardens. It was a perfect fit.
RHPL: How many master gardeners and
garden volunteers work in the gardens?
JM: There are eight volunteer gardeners (two
of whom have been added just this year.) I
would rather not distinguish between the
master gardeners and the other volunteer
gardeners since they are all very knowledgeable
and committed to taking care of the garden.
About half are master gardeners.
RHPL: Tell us about the layout of the RHPL gardens.
JM: The back garden is laid out in a formal
design with five main sections separated by
grass walkways and a flagstone path, allowing
visitors to walk between the gardens and enjoy
the plants. A bench is sited to look down the
center of the garden toward a large sculpture.
Several ornamental trees, including two redbuds,

a dogwood and a serviceberry, and
several shrubs, including spicebush
and viburnum, help provide interest
and structure in the garden. There is a
butterfly garden and an herb section in
addition to more general garden areas.
At the front of the library building, there
is a wildflower garden, grown from seed,
along the walkway to the staff entrance.
RHPL: What types of plants and flowers
are grown in the RHPL gardens?
JM: The gardens contain a wide variety
of plants. While there are no specific
guidelines, currently all the plants in
the garden are perennials or biennials,
rather than annuals. The gardeners
try to ensure something is blooming
throughout the growing season so visitors
always have something new to enjoy.
Since the garden is located on the north
and east sides of the building, much of
the garden is in shade during the day. In
addition to selecting plants that will do
well with the available level of sunlight,
the gardeners also consider plant height,
bloom time, foliage, and color. The
garden contains many varieties of native
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plants interspersed with
non-native species. As
is true with any garden,
the library gardens have
evolved over the years.
While some of the plants
have probably been there
since the garden was
first planted, many new plants have been added
with plants obtained in a number of ways. In the
spring, just after the daffodils start blooming, a long
swath of soft yellow primrose lines the flagstone
path along the west end of the garden. All of these
are divisions from the primroses in my mother's
garden. The turtlehead plants were salvaged
from a residence planning to totally revamp their
landscape. Now they are thriving in a shady spot
and bringing much-needed late summer color to
the garden. Sometimes library patrons ask if we
could use divisions of plants from their gardens
and if we can, we fit them in. Many plants are
purchased or brought in by garden volunteers.

JM: There are a number of unique aspects to the
library gardens that make them a valuable and
enjoyable resource for the entire community. The
location along the Rochester Riverwalk makes the
garden accessible not just to library patrons, but to
all who walk, run, or cycle along the Riverwalk. The
gardens are the perfect place to stop and rejuvenate,
read a book, talk to a friend, or just have a peaceful
moment to yourself.

RHPL: How many hours do volunteers typically
spend tending to the gardens each year?

There truly is something for everyone to enjoy at
the RHPL gardens.

JM: In general, I would expect one to two hours per
week by each gardener throughout the growing
season with additional hours during the spring and
fall clean up. My best estimate is around fifty hours
per gardener.
RHPL: Any future plans for the library’s gardens?
JM: We are always working to enhance the gardens.
Until now we have not had the resources to
develop and maintain the gardens near the building
entrances. This year, we have two new gardeners
who will be renovating the garden near the south
entrance. In addition, Rochester Pollinators will be
planning and installing a pollinator garden near the
west entrance. These efforts will help make our
library even more beautiful and welcoming.
RHPL: What else would you like News & Views
readers to know about our beautiful gardens?

Children love the garden. The flagstone pathway
has engraved letters and children love to run from
letter to letter spelling out the alphabet or finding
the letters of their name. They also flock to the
StoryWalk® which runs through the garden.
Everyone can smell the fragrance of the lavender
or feel the thick, rubbery leaves of sedum, or the
feathery plumes of astilbe. For those looking to
learn more about plants, the signage in the gardens
helps them put names to their favorite flowers.
Additionally, we do not use pesticides or insecticides
in the garden.

Photos: Marianne Snell, Mary Vander Linde,
and RHPL photo collection
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DISCOVER THE ROCHESTER
HILLS PUBLIC LIBRARY
ONLINE AND AT HOME

While our library building is
temporarily closed to the public,
the library is open 24/7 online at
rhpl.org. We are committed to
quality service and to providing
resources to inform, educate,
enlighten, and entertain you and
your family. Our catalog of online
resources is waiting for you to
discover that next great read,
support your student’s academic
success, and connect with the
community in new ways. As with
our physical materials, our online
resources inspire, motivate,
and encourage creativity,
resilience, and learning.

in a public or private school in
Rochester, Rochester Hills, or
Oakland Township. Students
attending Oakland University
and Rochester University are
also eligible for an RHPL card.
Apply for a card online at
rhpl.org and receive a virtual
library card within twenty-four
hours. An RHPL card provides
access to thousands of eBooks,
audiobooks, magazines, music,
and movies you can enjoy at
home. Rochester Community
School students may also access
the library’s online materials
using their student ID card.

To begin
your online
journey with
RHPL, be
sure you have
an active
library card.
Cards are
available to
anyone who lives, works,
owns property, or is enrolled

If you need assistance with our
online resources, your library
account, or have questions,
call our general phone number
at 248-656-2900 to speak to
an RHPL librarian, Monday
through Friday from 1 p.m. to
5 p.m. (call hours will expand
in June). Patrons may also
message the library using
Facebook, Instagram, or Twitter.

To get started with RHPL’s
online catalog, visit rhpl.org
and click on Online Resources
from the home page. Online
highlights include Tutor.com and
Gale for students and adults
engaged in online learning,
CreativeBug for DIY crafts and
projects, Ancestry.com and local
history resources, RHPL video
presentations and lectures,
book discussion kits, book
and movie recommendations
from RHPL librarians, a variety
of eBook and audiobook
platforms, and more.
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LIBRARY@HOME:

SUMMER READING 2020
June-August. RHPL.org.
All Ages.
The Rochester Hills Public Library’s
annual summer reading program
begins Saturday, June 6. This year’s
summer reading has moved online
due to the ongoing pandemic,
but will be as engaging as ever by
bringing the thrill of reading directly
to library patrons at home.
Library cardholders of all ages
may participate in “Library@Home:
Summer Reading 2020” by visiting
calendar.rhpl.org on June 6 for a
registration code. The code can be
used to create an account with the
ReaderZone mobile app or online
at readerzone.com. The app may
be downloaded for both iPhone
and Android.
Participants are encouraged to read
every day and record their progress
on the ReaderZone app or website.
Prizes will be awarded for signing
up and for reading through Sept. 9,
2020. All participants will receive a
free book at the end of the program.

CHASE YOUR STORY:

A 5K, 10K, OR 26.2 MILE ACTIVITY
June 6–Sept. 9. RHPL.org. All ages.
Choose a team: Gingerbread Man Can Team, Princes
& Princesses Save Themselves Team, Running
My Own Story Team, or Heroes Read Team.
Run, walk, hop, skip, jump, or ride one or all distances
wherever you want -- in your neighborhood,
on a treadmill, at a park -- anywhere!
Visit calendar.rhpl.org on June 6 to register. Each
participant should fill out a Google
registration form, accessible from RHPL’s
online events calendar. Complete
your activity anytime during the
“Library@Home: Summer Reading
2020” program and post your
progress on Facebook, Instagram,
or Twitter with #RHPLSummerReadingRun.
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ADULT PROGRAMS
For a complete list of events and to register, visit calendar.rhpl.org. Program
registrants will receive web links to recorded videos, online meetings, and/or
an RHPL web page along with instructions for program activities via email.

Dame University – Louaize
and was a news anchor, writer,
and reporter for LBCI TV in
Lebanon. In 2018, she moved
to the United States and
now shares vegan nutrition
and workout tips with her
nearly 300,000 followers on
Instagram and in speaking
engagements around Metro
Detroit. Danno is currently
working on a book about vegan
health and animal rights.

Visit rhpl.org to view a variety of
pre-recorded lectures on health
and wellness and other topics.
Videos are also available on
the library’s YouTube channel.
Recorded lectures will be added
throughout the summer.

HEALTH &
WELLNESS

The Benefits of Choosing
a Vegan Lifestyle
Pre-Recorded Lecture.
RHPL.org

Ascension Providence
Rochester Hospital
Health Talk: Hypertension
Prevention & Management
Pre-Recorded Lecture.
RHPL.org
Dr. Salieha Zaheer, M.D.
FAAFP, an attending physician
at Ascension Providence
Rochester Hospital and Wayne
State University, discusses
the causes and symptoms of
hypertension, as well as ways to
prevent and treat the disease.

Vegan nutritionist Nour Danno
shares information about the
benefits of a plant-based diet.
Danno studied nutrition and
physical education at Notre

Plant a Butterfly &
Pollinator Garden
Pre-Recorded Lecture.
RHPL.org.
Rochester Pollinators founder,
Marilyn Trent, discusses
how to plant a garden full
of native plants to attract
Monarch butterflies and other
pollinators to your garden.

Helmets and face
masks are strongly
encouraged. Riders
must practice
safe distancing
from others in
their tour group.
Space is limited.
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Programs are offered, in
part, with financial
support from the
Friends of
RHPL.
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This tour is in partnership with the Rochester Hills
Museum at Van Hoosen Farm and the RochesterAvon Historical Society.
This program is subject to change or cancellation.

Artists & Indians of Frontier Detroit
to Today
Developing Resilience: Learning the Skills
that Matter
Wednesday, June 10, 7 p.m. Facebook Livestream
(@RochesterHillsPL)

Mindfulness: What is the Research?
Wednesday, June 24, 7 p.m. Facebook Livestream
(@RochesterHillsPL)
Dr. Caryn Wells from Oakland University will discuss
topics pertinent to living through a pandemic. Each
presentation will be streamed live on the Facebook
pages for RHPL and Oakland PACE. Register at
calendar.rhpl.org.

HISTORY, ART & CULTURE
Pedal the Past: Women in Rochester
History Bike Tour
Thursday, June 25, 6-9 p.m.
RHPL West Parking Lot.
This in-person bike tour will take riders on a threemile ride through Rochester to visit historic sites
highlighting women in Rochester’s history. Groups
of ten riders will leave the library’s west parking lot
in ten-minute intervals.

Tuesday, July 21, 7-8 p.m. Zoom Livestream
Author Suzanne Bilek will discuss the history of
Native American artists in Detroit and Michigan
using colorful and rare images to illustrate her story.
Discover the ways early and contemporary Michigan
artists worked, lived, and changed American art.

A D U LT

NEWS & VIEWS

A D U LT

12 NEWS & VIEWS

SOCIAL & POP CULTURE
Books on Tap
Monday, July 13, 7 p.m. RHPL.org.
Grab your beverage of choice
and meet up wherever you are to
discuss The Book of Delights by
Ross Gay (available on Hoopla).

TECHNOLOGY & SCIENCE
Writers Workshop
Thursdays: June 11 & 25; July 9 & 23; August 13
& 27, 7 p.m. Zoom Livestream
Do you like to write? Then join RHPL’s Writers
Workshop. Receive new writing prompts each
session. Learn to edit, review the work of fellow
writers, and receive feedback on your writing.

Planets in Motion: The Night Sky in July
July 13, 8 p.m. Zoom Livestream. All Ages.
Gather the family around the computer to share July's
night sky with amateur astronomers from the Oakland
Astronomy Club. Fun information and beautiful
pictures will aid you on your nighttime journey.

Know-It-All Trivia
Mondays: June 22 & August 17.
Questions will be available from 9 a.m.–9 p.m.
RHPL.org.
Compete on your own or with a group of up to six
people who live with you. How many trivia questions
can you correctly answer (without checking Google)?

ONLINE BOOK DISCUSSION
Tuesdays: June-August, 2 p.m. RHPL.org.
Join RHPL’s online book discussion for a thoughtful and engaging conversation once a month. Each month’s
title will be available through the library’s digital service on Hoopla. Space is limited.

June 16: The Gone Dead by Chanelle Benz
July 14: The Taster by V.S. Alexander
August 11: The Ungrateful Refugee by
Dina Nayeri

NEWS & VIEWS
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A NEW, SMART WAY TO LEARN!

English Matters: ELL Conversation Group
Tuesdays: June 9, 16, 23, 30 & July 7, 14,
21, 28, 10-11:30 a.m. Zoom Livestream

Established in 2017, Smart Towns is a lifelong
learning program for everyone in the community
and led by local educational organizations.
Lectures are centered on one theme per year and
introduce attendees to all aspects of that theme.
The theme for 2020 is “Events that Changed the
World.” Lectures are presented by experts in their
respective fields of study.
A list of pre-recorded programs, livestreams, as
well as dates for rescheduled presentations is
available at smarttowns.rhpl.org.

Thursdays: June 11, 18, 25 & July 2, 9, 16,
23, 30, 7-8:30 p.m. Zoom Livestream
English Language Learners (ELL) conversation
groups are a time to come together and discuss
hometowns, food, hobbies, jobs, and other informal
topics. Join Mariano and others in a Zoom meeting
to practice speaking English, meet new friends from
around the world, and learn different cultures.

Rochester Writers & RHPL Seek Local Authors
for Second Annual Author Fair
The Small Business Saturday Author Fair is an opportunity for local
writers to promote their work and for book lovers to learn about new
authors. This year's event is tentatively scheduled for Saturday, November 28, at the
Rochester Hills Public Library from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Prospective authors are required
to complete an online application at rhpl.org/authors. Applications are due by 5 p.m.
on July 31, 2020. Applications received after July 31 will not be accepted. Successful
applicants will be notified in early October.
This program is subject to change or cancellation.
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TEEN

TEEN PROGRAMS
Ages 13-18. For a complete list of events and to register,
visit calendar.rhpl.org. Program registrants will receive
web links to recorded videos, online meetings, and/or
an RHPL web page along with instructions for program
activities via email.

DUNGEONS & DRAGONS CLUB

SCAVENGER HUNT
July-August. RHPL.org.
Adults & Teens.
Join the fun and hunt for treasures
around town and win prizes!
Visit calendar.rhpl.org for weekly
challenges and a link to a Google
form where you can submit
photos of your hunt and enter
prize drawings. Happy hunting!

Thursdays: June 11 & 25, July 9 & 23, August 6 & 20.
1 p.m. RHPL.org.
Hear ye, hear ye! Be ye Human, Orc, Tiefling, or any creature in
between, join us in a virtual Dungeons and Dragons campaign
as we embark on a magical quest separated from the real
world. First come first serve; limited slots available. Email
RHPL Teen Librarian, Nick, at nick.rapson@rhpl.org for more
information. Sessions will use the Discord app and roll20.net.

THE FABULOUS VOCABULOUS
LEAGUE: TEEN WRITERS WORKSHOP
Saturdays: June 20, July 18 & August 15. RHPL.org.

TEEN ADVISORY
BOARD (TAB)
Wednesdays: June 10 & 17, July 8
& 15, August 12 & 19. RHPL.org.
Got ideas for the library? Share
your opinions on teen programs,
prizes, displays, and other library
matters at these fun-filled meetings.
TAB members will use Discord
to meet online and discuss.

Interested in writing fiction or poetry? Join this online
session and meet other teen writers, share your work, and
learn tips and pointers. Writing prompts will be posted on
RHPL's Facebook (@RochesterHIllsPL) and Instagram (@
RochesterHillsPL) channels.

HARRY POTTER SUMMER BOOK CLUB
Thursdays, June-August, 3 p.m. RHPL.org.
Whether this is the first, second, or one-hundredth time
reading the Harry Potter books or watching the movies, join
others for an online discussion on all things Harry Potter!
Space is limited. Discussion will use Zoom.
Titles are available at RHPL in electronic
format.
June 11: Harry Potter and
the Sorcerer’s Stone
July 16: Harry Potter and
the Chamber of Secrets
August 13: Harry Potter and
the Prisoner of Azkaban

For a complete list of events and to register, visit
calendar.rhpl.org. Program registrants will receive
web links to recorded videos, online meetings, and/
or an RHPL web page along with instructions for
program activities via email.
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Registrants will receive a web link and
instructions via email prior to the
presentations.
Grow With Google: Power Your
Job Search with Google Tools
Wednesday, June 3, 6-7:15 p.m.
Webinar.
Discover new job opportunities using Google
Search and learn how to organize and enhance
your job search experience using G Suite tools.

Grow with Google: Create a
Resume with Google Docs
Wednesday, June 10, 6-7:15 p.m.
Webinar.

Virtual Girls Who Code
Wednesdays: June 4-July 9, 4:30-5:30 p.m. RHPL.org.
Grades 3-5.
Girls will complete lessons and challenges at home and
then meet once a week for an online meeting to talk
about what they learned and join in online games.

Maker Mondays

#RHPLMAKERMONDAY

Mondays: June. RHPL.org.
Visit our social media channels or calendar.rhpl.org
each Monday in June for a maker video featuring
a DIY craft, project, or instruction. Topics include
planting seeds, making a lighted flower garland,
songwriting, and more. Share your maker projects
on social media with #RHPLMakerMonday.

Maker Challenges

#RHPLMAKERCHALLENGE

Mondays: July. RHPL.org.
Visit our social media channels or calendar.rhpl.org
each Monday in July for a new video featuring a maker
challenge to do at home. Share your challenge attempts
on social media with #RHPLMakerChallenge.

Begin a resume in a digital document; list
your work, volunteer, and educational
experience; and polish your resume
with editing and formatting tips.

Grow with Google: Applied
Digital Skills Presentation
Wednesday, June 17, 6-7:15 p.m.
Webinar.
Become familiar with Google’s self-paced,
video-based digital skills curriculum, Applied
Digital Skills, for adults and job seekers.

EUREKA LAB
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RHPL GETS MOVING: HEALTHY
LIVING AT YOUR FINGERTIPS
By Tiffany Dziurman Stozicki,

RHPL Community Relations Specialist

Public libraries around the world
inspire people every day to
live a healthy lifestyle. A library
card provides almost unlimited
opportunities to find ways to eat
well, exercise more, and enjoy
the outdoors. Libraries provide
resources, programs, and outdoor
spaces that encourage everyone
to be healthier in mind and body.
In 2016, the Let’s Move in
Libraries project was launched.
This international movement
focuses on supporting health
and wellness with physical
activity at public libraries:
The project was inspired by
former First Lady Michelle Obama
and her Let’s Move! initiative,
which promotes exercise and
nutrition. Mrs. Obama worked to
increase physical activity through
museums. The Let's Move in
Libraries project continues her
legacy by working to increase
physical activity through libraries
in the U.S., Canada, and around
the world. Today, over 2,600
librarians and public library
supporters participate in the
Let's Move in Libraries project.
A healthy lifestyle is always
important. With the onset of the
novel coronavirus (COVID-19),

however, both physical and
mental health are at the
forefront of taking care of
ourselves during a global
pandemic. People all over the
world seem to be going outside
more -- taking walks, riding
bikes, and enjoying nature
while maintaining safe distances
from others. Countless studies
have shown getting outside
improves how we think and feel.
Public libraries have a significant
impact on one's health. Not only
do libraries provide programs
on exercise and nutrition, but
their catalogs contain a variety
of DVDs, online resources,
and reading materials to
inspire patrons to move more
and eat well with recipe and
gardening books, yoga and
exercise tutorials, mental
health guides, and access
to websites and programs
from community partners.
The Rochester Hills Public
Library embraces healthy
living. The library encourages
patrons to get outside this
summer and enjoy the library
gardens and bike trails, visit
a local Little Library on the
trails, go on scavenger hunts,
and more – all while practicing
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safe distancing and respecting
the space of those around you.

StoryWalk® in the
RHPL Gardens

This summer, the Rochester
Hills Public Library is providing
a variety of programs centered
around a healthy mind and
body. You can read more about
these programs in this issue of
News & Views. Program and
event highlights include:

Installed in 2018 with funds
donated by the Friends of the
Rochester Hills Public Library,
RHPL 's StoryWalk® is installed
near Paint Creek along the
north side of the library building
and through the gardens.
The walk combines reading
and nature, allowing visitors
the opportunity to enjoy the
library's beautiful outdoor
setting while reading a naturethemed children's book.

Little Libraries on the
Trail & in the Park
Libraries come in all sizes -even little boxes. During a stroll
along the Paint Creek Trail, take
a moment to stop by our Little
Library located behind the Paint
Creek Cider Mill. Visit our other
Little Library in Bloomer Park. Take
a book, return a book, or leave one
of your favorites behind to share
with others. Find out how you can
purchase your own Little Library
for your front yard, neighborhood,
business, or organization on page
3 of this issue of News & Views.

Books are changed each month
from May through October
and typically feature Braille
enhancement. This year, to
reduce the spread of germs,
Braille will not be included.
Instead, audio recordings for
each book will be accessible
by scanning a QR code
using your mobile device.
Signs also feature early literacy
activities to supplement
the reading experience for
the youngest patrons.
The StoryWalk® Project was
created by Anne Ferguson of
Montpelier, VT, and developed
in collaboration with the
Kellogg-Hubbard Library.

DIA Inside|Out Art
June - October. RHPL Grounds.

Photo credit: Kari St. Dennis

The Rochester Hills Public
Library is an official DIA
Inside|Out community
partner and will receive
three beautiful reproduction
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paintings to be installed around
the library at the end of June.
The paintings include:
Portrait of Postman Roulin
by Vincent van Gogh
Love Flight of a Pink Candy
Heart by Florine Stettheimer
In the Garden by Mary Cassatt
The reproduction paintings will
be located in Rotary Gateway
Park, on the exterior wall at the
library's west entrance, and along
the pathway on the east side of
the library building. Walk the
library grounds and view the art
in the gardens this summer.

YOUTH
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youth

services
Register each child with their
own RHPL card if required.
Information on how to sign
up for a library card is on
page 2. For a complete list of
events and to register, visit
calendar.rhpl.org. Program
registrants will receive web
links to recorded videos,
online meetings, and/or an
RHPL web page along with
instructions for program
activities via email.

Storytime at Home
Mondays: June-July, 10 a.m.
RHPL.org. Ages birth-5.
Visit rhpl.org or the
RHPL Facebook page (@
RochesterHillsPL) to access a
weekly storytime developed
by RHPL youth librarians.
Storytime books and
activities can be adapted to
include the whole family.

Snail Mail Pen Pal

Phone-A-Story

June 1-August 31.
RHPL.org. Grades 1+.

Beginning June 6,
12 p.m. RHPL.org. All Ages.

Practicing distancing does
not mean we need to stop
communicating. Interact
with another child your age
through writing and drawing
and send your paper creations
through the U.S. Mail. Discover
what fun it is to get a letter
in your mailbox at home!
Registrants will be paired
with a pen pal via email.

Introducing RHPL's PhoneA-Story telephone line. Call
248-650-7171 to hear five
different options for ageappropriate entertainment,
including stories, songs, rhymes,
and jokes read by RHPL youth
librarians. Content will be
updated weekly on Saturdays
at 12 p.m. and available 24/7.

Backyard Explorers
Tuesdays: June 16-August 4,
10 a.m. RHPL.org.
Ages 3-6.

Outdoor
Scavenger Hunt

Grab a magnifying glass and
join Ms. Wendy on Tuesdays
for a special at-home edition
of Outdoor Explorers. Every
Tuesday at 10 a.m., registrants
will receive a web link via
email to a new recorded
reading of a nature-themed
book and an activity. Register
once for the entire summer.

Monday, June 8-Saturday,
August 8. RHPL.org.
Ages 1-12.

The Puppet Master
Theatre Proudly
Presents . . .

Let’s get moving outside!
Register with your email address
to get a copy of the scavenger
hunt list. You have all summer to
find the items. Share photos of
your adventures on social media
with #RHPLScavengerHunt.

Wednesdays: June 17,
July 15, & August 12,
10-10:30 a.m.
RHPL.org. All Ages.

Cupcake Wars
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Daddy-Daughter
Hair-Do!
Saturday, June 20, 10 a.m.
RHPL.org. Ages 3+.
Invite dads, grandfathers,
caregivers, moms, brothers,
sisters, or nannies to learn fun
and easy hairstyles with Miss
Lucia, a licensed hairdresser.
Use your hairbrush, comb, hair
ties, and, if you would like, a
spray bottle. Share your hair
inspirations photos on social
media with #RHPLHairDo.

Join Miss Kim in the retelling
of some of her favorite picture
books using puppets. Sit back,
grab a snack, and enjoy!

Tuesday, June 16.
RHPL.org. Grades K-8.

Mother Goose Sign
Language Sing-Along

Join Miss Lucia and Miss Sue
and craft creative cupcakes
with goodies you have at
home. Decorate them and
share the photos of your
masterpieces on social media
with #RHPLCupcakes.

Thursday, June 18, 10 a.m.
RHPL.org. Ages Birth-5.
Join Ms. Wendy as she
teaches simple sign language
to accompany Mother
Goose songs and rhymes.

Origami Unicorn
Thursday, June 25, 2 p.m.
RHPL.org. Ages 5+ (Children
under 10 years of age may
need adult assistance).
Learn to fold an origami unicorn.
No origami paper? No problem!
For best results use regular
printer paper, loose leaf paper,
or newspaper. Cut the paper
into 6 x 6 or 8 x 8-inch squares.

YOUTH
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services

Water Bingo
July 9-August 31.
RHPL.org. All Ages.
Summer and water
go together! Enjoy fun activities all summer by
completing the RHPL Water Bingo Card.

Celebrate National Ice Cream Day!
Saturday, July 18.
RHPL.org. All Ages.
Join Miss Sue and Miss
Lucia for fun stories and
activities celebrating
all things ice cream
on National Ice Cream
Day. Registrants will
receive links, recipes,
and activities via email.

Juggling 101

Extra, Extra! Fairy Tale Journalist

Tuesday, July 28, 2-3 p.m. RHPL.org. Grades 1+.

Tuesday, July 14, 11:30 a.m. RHPL.org.
Grades 1+.

Learn the ancient art of juggling with Miss
Kim. Not only is juggling a unique activity for
the brain and body, but it is also a lot of fun
and looks impressive. No special skills are
required, but all registrants need a few pairs of
old socks available to use for this program.

Extra, Extra! Read all about it! Goldilocks, AKA
The Blonde Bandit, Snuck Porridge from a Baby
During Home Invasion! Residents in Disbelief! Join
Stringer Kim in reimagining some favorite fairy tales
resulting in the creation of a fantastic newspaper.

Story Stones 101
Thursday, July 16, 10 a.m. RHPL.org. All Ages.
Everyone has a story to tell. Join Ms. Wendy to
learn how to make story stones and use them for
interactive storytelling.

Virtual Harry Potter Escape Room
July 31-August 31. RHPL.org. Ages 8+.
Experience a virtual Harry Potter Escape Room! The
room may be virtual, but the puzzles will challenge
your investigation and problem-solving skills to
figure out how to escape before it is too late.

Plant a Seed
Thursday, August 13,
2 p.m. RHPL.org.
Ages 3+.
Plant some seeds in
everyday containers. Dirty
hands required! Learn
about seeds, what helps
them grow, and how to
take care of new plants.
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ALICE IN
WONDERLAND
AT RHPL
An Interview with Librarian & Artist
Kimberlee Gardner

RHPL patrons with young children have seen
the beautiful Alice in Wonderland mural and
art installation in the library’s youth room.
Many have marveled at the storybook tree
with hanging teacups and child-sized furniture
to match but may not know the story of
how the mural began. RHPL’s Community
Relations department asked Kimberlee
Gardner, youth services librarian and mural
artist, to share her story about the storybook
corner and what the mural means to her.
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"I was given such a gift.
I’m so proud of what I
was able to give back
to the community of
Rochester. I’m honored
to have a piece of me
in a place I love."

RHPL: Where did the idea
for an Alice in Wonderland
mural originate?
KG: Former library director
Christine Hage mentioned
we should call the artist who
painted the mural on the wall
next to the youth reference desk
and see if she would volunteer
to paint the wall behind the
tree. Our youth services
manager, Betsy Raczkowski,
had seen my work before and
suggested that I might be willing
to paint it. Betsy asked me in
November 2018, but
I wasn’t given the
formal green
light until late
December
2018.

RHPL: Tell us about your
interest in art.
KG: In the eighth grade I was
told by a teacher that I wasn’t
very good at drawing and that
I should aim to draw more like
an other student. I found this
very discouraging. I continued to
draw halfheartedly throughout
high school. I tried acrylic
painting once or twice, but
didn’t like the results. I really
preferred to draw with pencils
and pastels even though I
was told I wasn’t very good. I
stopped drawing completely
shortly after graduating
from high school. I didn’t
really do anything with
art until shortly before

grad school. I started quilting
and creating mosaics. After I
had been working at RHPL for
about six months, I decided to
create a display in the youth
area which was inspired by
four postcards I found on the
free table at the library. They
were these really cool images
from the U.S Department of the
Interior of some of our national
parks. I decided that I wanted
to enlarge them and painting
was the fastest method. They
turned out really well! This was
surprising considering I hadn’t
really painted before and hadn't
drawn in about eighteen years. A
few months after that I painted
Spider-Man for our first Comic
Fest, which I’m pretty proud of.
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RHPL: Who chose the Alicein-Wonderland theme?
KG: I didn’t really decide that. I
think the place it all came from
had an Alice theme overall,
hence the large-scale green
seat. So, it was just assumed
that the painting was going
to have an ‘Alice’ feel to it. In
fact, Christine was calling it the
Alice in Wonderland tree before
it even arrived. The tree and
furniture were installed in the
youth room in the fall of 2018.
RHPL: What steps did
you take to plan the
installment and painting?
KG: I just sketched out what I
thought the scene should look
like. When I got the thumbs
up I enlarged what I drew
in my sketchpad to the wall
space. I started at the top
with the sky and worked my
way down. Because the tree
limbs were already installed,
I had to work around them.
I bumped my head a lot!

RHPL: How long did it take
from planning to painting?

sort of loved. I love people
so it was very enjoyable.

KG: I didn’t really start painting
until January 2019. I think I
finished the actual painting in
March 2019. The clear coat
didn’t go on until May 2019.

RHPL: Is there anything
else you would like to share
about the project?

RHPL: What has been the
reaction among patrons to the
Alice in Wonderland corner?
KG: Everybody really loves
the whole thing! We had a
couple take their wedding
photos in front of it and a
few kindergarten graduation
shoots. Generally speaking, I
don’t tell people that I was the
one who painted it if it comes
up in conversation. I just enjoy
hearing that people like it. It
was also a pleasure to work
on. People would come, sit,
and watch me paint, which I

KG: I was given such a gift. I’m
so proud of what I was able to
give back to the community of
Rochester. I’m honored to have
a piece of me in a place I love.
The Alice in Wonderland
tree and furniture were
generously donated by Tom
and Doreen LaSorda.
Photos: Kimberlee Gardner
and RHPL photo collection

The 2020 Census will provide a snapshot of our
nation -- who we are, where we live, and so much
more. The results of this once-a-decade count
determine the number of seats each state has in
the House of Representatives. They are also used to
draw congressional and state legislative districts.
Over the next decade, lawmakers, business owners,
and many others will use 2020 Census data to
make critical decisions. The results will show where
communities need new schools, new clinics, new
roads, and more services for families, older adults,
and children. The Census is also crucial for the
success of libraries across the nation.
If you have not completed the 2020 Census, it only
takes a few minutes and can be done online at
www.2020census.gov. The census will be available
to complete through July 2020.

SERVING ROCHESTER, ROCHESTER HILLS, AND OAKLAND TOWNSHIP

LIBRARY HOURS
Closed Sundays & Holidays
June 14-September 13
Visit rhpl.org for updated hours.

BOOKMOBILE

500 Olde Towne Road
Rochester, MI 48307

The Community Bookmobile holds over 3000
popular items for children, teens, and adults,
including books, DVDs, music CDs, video
games, graphic novels, and more. Each week
the Community Bookmobile visits twentyfour different locations in the community to
serve the public. The bookmobile was funded
through the generosity of The Friends of the
Library. Note: The RHPL Bookmobile is off the
road until further notice.

248-656-2900
www.rhpl.org

